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ADVERTISEMENT. 


aria pears ct = written | 


by STzenen PENNY, then in Holland, 

1 to MaxrRA Penny, ts fifter, at Briſtols _ 

. _ who died there the ad day. of May laſt, 1780; 

3 1 amongſt a variety of other papers in ler 
eſcrutore, on the 19th of October laſt; whereof the 
following is an exact copy, as ſhe recerved it from 


her brother, dated at Rotterdam, the gi day 


of Auguſt 1742; containing ſome remarka- 
ble Providences, which happened to him abroad, 
during the courſe of ſome years abſence, from his 
native home in England, to which place he re- 


turned, e, ee e 75 . * 


8 5 ahnt OT 7 
Niue author thanks it. unneceſſory fy mw 


tg thing i in excuſe of the language, in which the ſaid 105 
letter was written, as the reader, in peruſing it 


will quickly be aware of the total incapacity, he 
nas in al that time, of writing it otherwiſe ; and 


/ he now finds, any thing in it worthy of his ob- 


2 and remembrance, the author thinks his 8. 4 


time will not be altogether unprofitably ſpent. 


And now may that gracious Being, the God 


of all mercy, in the gift of his only Son our Lord 

and blefſed Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, be as propi- 

iious to thee, as he hath been, and * * 
1 be tohis unworthy mk 


Brier, STEPHEN PENNY, 
Nov. 13, 1780. 
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| Dear Sifter Patty, | 1 
Born your favors of the 6th of 
April by Sayes, and 21ſtof May _ 

by Holdrich, 1 received together, 
| both ſhips arriving at one time, 


about the beginning of laſt month. 
Couſin Coy/garne's kind preſent I 


have alſo received with the hi gheſt 


ſenſe of gratitude; but am l muſt 
defer anſwering her kind favor to 
another opportunity, becauſe l ſhall 
not be able to bear much applica- 
tion of mind, more than the proſe- 
cution of this letter will require of 
me, for the preſent ; the ſame rea- 
ſon will alſo prevent me anſwering 
Couſin Sandy's now. 

| ER . Tn 
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3 ie this letter to be an an- 
ſwer to that part of one of your's, 
wherein you demand of me an ac- 


* 
1 
| Hl 


count, where, and how, I have 


paſſed my time ſince I parted with 
you all at Staverdale, in the month 
of May, 1734, which I will do as 
briefly, and pertinently, as my me- 
mory will admit, which is [till but 
feeble, and will therefore occaſion 
much time to recollect, as well as 
an irregular order in the relation. 

When I had long ſtruggled with 
difficulties, and perceived that my 
brother inſtead of helping to clear 
them away, only brought them faſter 
on, 'twas in vain longer to ſtrive; I 
foreſaw the dangers his obſtinacy 
would ſoon involve us both in, and 
reſolved if poſſible to avoid and 
leave them for him, who was the 
author of them. 

To this end, I ſpent moſt part of 
the laſt night I was with you, in 
putting accounts and papers in the 
beſt order I coun for ed Dorring- 


ton 
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all is find ack er 1 was gone ; 
when after a ſhort repoſe, I put in 
execution the purpoſe 1 had ſe- 
cretly reſolved THO, but the even. 
ing a 4 
I cannot help taking notice f 
the pain I felt, when early in the 
| morning, aſcending the hill to Penn, 
and looking back, I ſawmy wonted 
home, reflected on the family yet 
ſleeping, ignorant of my diſtreſs, 
and without hope of ſeeing them 
perhaps any more! 
I ſtaid a day or two at fiſter | 
Houltonꝰ: s, and then ſet forward for 
London, accompanied as well as.I 
remember, by brother Houlton, to 
the place where I lay the Arte myglit, 
the name I cannot recall. 
In about two or three hours 
riding, we diſcovered my unhappy + 
brother, by one of our dogs lying 
at the door of a public-houſe, where 
he was gone into for refreſhment, 
having with him his friend Mr. 
Tate (I think was his name) and 
Bull for their guide, who alſo were 
„ + -. 


London ; we [RY company, cho 
not very agreeably, and anon came 
to our inn, we paſſed the evening 
but dull; next morning brother 
Huoulton and. Bull took leave and re- 

turned, while my brother Tom, his 
friend and my ſelf purſued qur jour: 
ney; we had not rode long toge- 
ther, before a very thick miſt in- 
volved us, ſo that we never faw 
one another afterwards. 

I arrived at my lodgings in Lon- 
don, diſpoſed of my furniture, and 
was in a few days prepared for my 
intended journey towards York, but 
not without being ſeveral times in 
danger of being fruſtrated ; for my 

brother, wha had by this time got a 

ſuſpicionof my deſign, employedall 

his engines tq difappoint me, and 
had ſucceeded, if my landlady 

(hoſe kindneſs I bg with 

a piece of plate) had not befriend- 

ed me, in ſuffering no body to en- 

ter the houſe that the did not very 
well know. | 
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Sunday. following, I took horſe, 8 
7 accompanied with my landlord till 
noon. After dinner“ we parted, he | 


to his home, and I in queſt of one, 
in ſome remote part of England, 


(for I had as yet no thought of 
croſſing the ſeas) 1 where I deſigned _ 
to live and die under a fictitious EL 
name, in the beſt manner of get 5 


| ting my bread that I could. 


Thurſday following, I arrived at 


York, after a, very pleaſant jour- 


ney, though quite alone all the 


way, nor had I any difficulty to 


find the way, having a pocket 


22 guide bought at London for that 
purpoſe, wherein the rods Were 
very amply delineated, 1 5 


I ſaid in this ancient city about 


: a month, without being able to 


find what Llooked for. I was too 


much taken notice of, they had a 
notion I was a perſon of ſome qua - 


lity incog, and in ſhort, I was like 


to have been ſtolen by a young 


lady, tolerably handſome, and a 


good 1 


a 
135 
2 
1 
3 
i 
* 


| good wontanb, Put I could not re- 
ſolve to deceive her. 3 


Seeing I could not gain my : 
purpoſe hereabout, I turned my 
thoughts towards Ireland, 5 
to meet with ſucceſs there, being 
yet reſolute in my determination 

to paſs my days 3 in obſcurity in any 
ſhape, though never ſo low. 


I left York, and by help. of my 
pocket guide, found my way to 
Parkgate, the place of embarkation, 
a {ide of Cheſter, in Cheſhire, where 
I left my horſe, to be kept, if 1 
ſhould return, or Told, if 1 did 
otherwiſe. | 

"A fair wind and fine N 
quickly brought us within. ſight of 
Dublin, where we. landed a ſhort 
time after, The voyage wasſo much 
the pleaſanter, for the company of 
a Briſtol gentleman and his ſon, with 
whom I had got acquaintance on 
board, and had intereſt i in the cop- 

per-mines in Ireland, the name has 
Eſcaped me; poſſibly 1 might have 
had 


r — 


1 7 1 


had a good opportunity * enjoying 

my wiſh, with this very civil gen- 
tleman; but Providence had other 

_deligns! Doubtleſs twas enough in 

his power, to have helped me to 

ſome employ or office in thoſe. 

works; but a ſecret pride, the bane 


of our preſent, and bar of our fu- : 


ture happineſs, held me from dif- 


covering myſelf to him; I could 


not for my life put out the notion 
of being a gentleman," ſo long as 
received the regard due to one. 
At Dublin this my new acquaint- 
ance had a widow ü ſiſter, with 
whom he brought me alſo acquaint- 
ed, and nothing but the conſciouſ- 
neſs of my condition, hindered me 
again from being made happy; 1 
was {till looked upon as travelling 
incog, and ſo un ling to _ off 


_ um maſque. 


I tarried in this city 4 FRE 
months yery agreeably, living al- 
ways with an eye upon my purſe, 
and at my lodgings I was treated as 
3 7 750 N one 


TY 


one of the family, who were people 
.of good faſhion; my leiſure time 
I ſpent in reading and walking, in 
the moſt pleaſant parts of the town 
and country, I could find out, and 
for about eight or ten days was at 
a gentleman's houſe about twenty 
miles from Dublin, where I was en- 
tertained with all the diverſions the 
country afforded, which ſerved but 
to heighten my melancholy as foon + 
1 as paſt, for I knew I was not what 
= I ſeemed to be, nor could be what 
I wiſhed, 


j Thus diſpairing of N 1 re- 
130 8 ſolved to try if fortyne would prove 
[i more favourable in Holland, and 
fix me ſomewhere before the pow- 
der of life was quite waſted, which 
1 began apace to ſink, in ſpite of all 
my frugality, which I muſt needs 
i ſay was remarkable enough. _ 

If 1 left the family at my lodgings 
i in tears, and accompanied by my 
landlord to the waterſide, I took 
. and in a few days found 
f : — 


witch way 1 choſe rather to paſs 
into Holland, than to hazard a * 4 
| * round the land. 


1 ſet forward dee A country 

back to Yorkſhire; at Hull I fold my 
| horſe; and embarkedfor Rotterdam, 

_ voyage was ſhort and danger- 
 ous;*we had no [ſooner left the 
river Humber, but through the care- 
leſſneſs of him at the helm, were 
on the point of daſhing upon a 
ſand, when the wind ſpringing up 
in our favour rid us of our fears. 
It blew- very hard, and the fea 
which Thad never ſeen fo angry, 
ran exceeding high, threatening. 


every moment to gorge us down its 


_ voracious throat. Iwas ſoon forced 
to ſhelter in my cabbin, a ſtate- 
room, where I'was made priſoner, 
by a, great heavy - cheſt lighting 
from a rol, plump againſt the door: 
ſeveral waves forced their way 
_ down into the cabbin, whilſt hea- 
vy pigs of lead, that lay looſe on 

"3 ä 
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the floor, ever and anon threaten- 
ed to beat out the ſides. Thus be- 
ſet with dangers,” both from with- 
in and without, I began to accuſe 
myſelf of folly, in expoſing my ſelf 
to dangers I' might have avoided ; 
but twas too late, I thought all 
would quickly b be at an end, and 
ſet myſelf in as good a frame f 
mind as I could to meet my fate, 
which ſeemed now at hand, when 
12 a huge wave from the deck, burſt 
1 down and almoſt filled the cabbin. 
I believed we were going to the 
bottom, the guſhing waters ſtartled 
me very much, and threw' me into 
a deep reflection on my own faint- 
heartedneſs, when death ſtared me 
in the face, who before thought 
him too tardy, at adiſtance from me. 
This dreadfull ſcene gave me a 
very juſt idea of the fatigues poor 
ſailors undergo, and made me no 
longer wonder, at their ſpending 
their money ſo laviſhly as ſoon as 


1 
= 3 ke of 
. 
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20re,| earn'd at the 
The ſtorm at length giving way, 
the ſhip began to ride eaſier, and 
the third day a ftrernoon, we both 
made land, and run into the river 
Maze, which is vorys broad, and 
flowing. along cloſe by this city, 
adds en an. the pre 15 
itt 15 . W1 507 

a ſaints dnl cam 


ne 110 — on 
the 6th of November, +2734, L took 


private lodgings, and about the lat- 
ter end of December ſickened of the 
ſmall-pox, which being a very fa- 
vourable ſort, I was ſoon about 
again, and in three months ane 
the marks quite worn away 
My pocket by chis time — 
complain, and 1 could not live 
more frugally ; this country ſwell- 
ed my expences exceſſively... I 
could no more dine for three- 
pence as I often had done in Dub- 
in; and if 1 found reaſon to re- 
duce the three meals a day to only 
B 2 one 


they come on ſh 


FW 0. 
one before, I had much more rea- 
ſon now o wee in * 3 

mne wel - 
vr Js ac IS 10 be 1 retoautien'-. 
dation here to merchants,” but in- 
effectual, all were provided; wou 1 Ho 
think of me when opportunity. 
This gave but little ſuntsfüßttön 
aha nothing turning up, in May 
following, I withdrew to a coun: - 
try ſchool to learn the language, 
which is indeed very uncouth, and 
excellently adapted to the mouths 
of clowns and clodhoppers, but ſo 
rich of proverbs, that tis not un- 
common to ſee a couple of ſcolds 
pelting one another for an hour to- 
gether without a menen n; 1 8 
their own intermixed. : 


1 éſtaid about fix months at — 
ſchool, without however obtaining 
the benefit I propoſed; my mind 
was not compoſed. enough to ap- 
ply with ad vantage, it every other 
while, in ſpite of me, would recur 
to the burthenſome remembrance 


TER "mT 


72 
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ny . | 
d fill me n 


Sen my fat at 15 al 


dread of it becoming Rill- ee 
whilſt as yet 1 ſaw no way o 
eſcape; every one I beheld, me- 
thought were happier than I, they 
ſeemed to be fixed in a home, and 
certainty of bread, whilſt I appear. 


ed deſtitute of both, a wanderer 


without friend, an almoſt with 


out mu g deen 


As I was one evening immonged. 
in ſuch like melancholly reflec- 


tions, and thinking how to live 
when my all was gone, as ſudden 


as a flaſ of lightening it darted 
into my mind; that I had heard the 


name of Coyſgarne,a merchant here; 
my heart bounded for joy as a 


forebode of ſucceſs. I reſolved to 
try him with a letter, ſent ſor an 
intimate acquaintance, to whom I 
uſed to unburthen my ſorrows, 'and 


charged him with the errand, wait- 


ing as you may think very . 


tiene Waren 4: bt, 
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8, Mr. Coplgather was the man 13 
zoped to find him, he ordered me 
to come to ſpeak to him. I loſt no 
time to wait on him, when in a 
few words, he aſſured me of his 
friendſhip, and a, * to his 

en. ehe, 

In November following; 1 | ee 
che ſchool, and took private lodg- 
1 ings again in town, (for as yet 
| there was no room in the houſe, 
nor even a ſervant wanted) every 
morning I attended the compting- 
houſe, and in the evening returned; 
thus the expence of dieting was as 
yet all that was ſaved to me, till a 
vacancy by Mr. Abraham Lloyd's 
going away, when, I was not only 
reed from my other expences of 

1 lodging, waſhing; &c. but alſo a 
ſallary of ten pounds, per num 
alloyed m. 01 


4 


IJ was mightily leaſodd with this 

| | ee and thought, with an ad- 

dition of ſomething from home (for 
now my own ſtock was exhauſted) 
| x 
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3 cul bin avou the year only 


pal having es no rt . e- 
ment from thence, has brought my 


uch in arrear; for 

pounds, ſeems a great 

deal of money in one heap; . 
when it is divided into the reſpec- 


tive articles of apparel, muſtneceſ- 
ſarily fall ſhort in a country where 


every thing muſt be i Sen . 
for, 48 in this. 


But as pleaſure, 5 which hs no 11 


ter foundation than one's on tem- 


poral intereſts, is far from being 
ſolid or laſting, ſo mine was quick- 
” tinctured with gall. 


I was no ſooner 'come to town 


and ſettled in my lodgings, but I 
was aware of 'a gradual decay of 
health, which till then could not 
be complained of; a frequent ſup- 
preſſion of nature, made me very 
uneaſy, but what was worſe, the 


powers of my mind began alſo to 


weaken, ſeeming to threaten a'fa- 


tal 
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1 adieu. My memory at length 
became in a manner extinct, and 
would ſcarce ſerve me to be poſi-- 
tive: I had inven Aden elſewhere. 
than the ſpot I found myſelf upon. 
Reaſoning anon, held ee . ob- 
jects ceaſed to affect deeper than 
the outward. ſenſes; thus I heard. 
but underſtood not; ſaw, without 
comprehending: taſted, without ſa- 
tisfaction; and all was pain that I 
felt. I grew into ſuch bodily weak- 
neſs, that I ſeemed to totter as 1 
went, bending to the earth, that 1 
expected would ſhortly receive me 
into its boſom. My ſwallow ſo fee- 
ble, 'twas with difficulty I got down; 
my ſtomach filled with a burning 
billous chyle, that utterly deſtroy- 
ed the faculty of digeſtion, | but 
nevertheleſs occaſioned a conſtant 
ſharp and almoſt inſatiable hunger 
the moment I had done eating; 
whole nature was in a rage, and 
| ſeemed to be on fire; nor durſt 1 
1 drink but ſparingly, becauſe of gra- 
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vel and ſtranguary tHat often alm 


ed me, ſo that thirſt was ſometimes 
greater than can be imagined; | 
every thing I beheld had motion, 


the ground reſembled, the 


gentle 


ſwellings of à calm fea; the leaſt 5 


noiſe would ſtartle me, à Harſi 


word would throw me into a ſome- 


what paralitical condition. The en- 0 


trance of any one into the room, 
tho I knew and expected theit ap- 


pearance, would throw me i110 3 


ſttange panic. 


What addition of 9 i 
ſuch an aſtoniſhing condition of 
body and mind, muſt occaſion to 
one nn had to earn his bread, with 


the uſe of the pen, is as hard for 


you to conceive, as me to deſ- 


cribe! My hand trembled, my 
writing blotty, and full of miſtaken 
words; my accounts ſeldom free 
of error; the eaſieſt rules of arith- 
metic almoſt too hard for practice; 
I could but with the utmoſt difficul- 
ty, concelve any directions aboutmy 
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buſineſs: My memory FRO able 


to retain a meſſage or an anſwer. 
Who can conceive the diſtreſſed- 
neſs of my mind, upon viewing 
myſelf thus naked, both within and 


without; the ſan was darkened, 
the moon had Joſt - her light ; ; the 
ſhattered veſſel toſt about in a tem- 


peſtuous ſea, not knowing which 
way to ſteer, and in continual 


dread of daſhing upon fome un- 
ſeen rock! I thought myſelf in 
ſhort, the moſt wretched of all 
living, but knew not then, that it 
was but the entrance 105 greater 
affliction, that muſt certainly have 
ſpeedily cloſed my days, bad not 
the ſpecial care of Providence, 
bound up my Bands.” 77”, 


1 had hitherto, been able t to fleep 


| very well, the anxiety of the day 
made the bed deſirable ; for there 
only, I was freed from the ſenſe 


of my miſery; but. alas! this laſt 


7 reſource , of eaſe was alſo taken 
from me: This deſire of ** bed 


was 


b iy 3 
was eicuy ture into a fear! and 
__ dread erte! 20 


As Tone aight lay thus loft t to „y 
ownſelf, a very lively impreſſion 
of the following words, rous'd me 
from the midnight ſleep; Thou 


fool, this night thy ſoul n. be 
n of thee.” 


The condition I en fell 
into, left no room to doubt but 
twould ſpeedily be executed upon 
me; my heart beat loud, with 
amazing long intervals betwixt the 
pulſations; my viſage covered with 
a deadly paleneſs, and my body 
with a ſeeming dying ſweat; but 
the time was not come, I muſt yet 
live to drink out the bitter cup 
By the application of ſpirits, vi- 
negar, hot cloths, &c. which my 
landlady uſed; (for 1 was yet in 
lod gings) warmth was brought back 
again ; the heart recovered its uſual 
motion, and anon came on a gen- 
tle ſweat, followed with a fleep 
till morning; when I awoke and 
roſe with all the horror of a dying 
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perſon on my mind; for the im- 


preſſion was deep and laſting, it re- 
mained with me both day and night, 
for many months; the thoughts of 
night and bed, was now become 
horrible to me, and many have I 
paſſed without fleep, Ce. not 
without tears. 
A dubiouſneſs of abt. ſeiz- 
ed me in a very ſtrong manner ; -I 
was diſtracted: with the apprehen- 


ſion of being ſnatched away, before 


time was allowed me to ſue ſor 


grace: Nay, I would often: ſeem 


upon the point of going, and could 


ſcarce refrain from e at 


things to ſtay me. 

My mind by this time, — 
filled with an Egyptian darkneſs, 
and reſembled nothing but a tur- 
bulent ſea; where billows upon bil- 
lows in endlefs confuſion roll; diſ- 
tracting thoughts would crowd in- 
eeſſantly in; or rather like the wind 
that knows no reſt, ruſtle through, 


or hurry up and down with (as I 


may 
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may juſtly term it) an andible vio- 
lence; for I can with more certain»: 
ty ſay, that I Heard, than that I. 
could perceive my thoughts; Which 
ſeems very ſtrange and incredible, 
and I can eaſily foreſee; all but the 
experienced will eall it fancy; in 

am content; to God alone is 
known the wonderful ways 5 1 
unto him the hard heart of man. 


But to go on: ſo fleeting were my 
thoughts, that, what Imeant toſpeak 
vas hurried away be fore it reach 
ed the tongue, that I was in a man- 
ner conſtrained to filence, or ra- 
ther not to ſpeak; not, as you'll ob- 
ſerve, for want of thoughts, becauſe 
they were never more abundant, 
but becauſe they were not proper 
to the occaſion of ſpeaking.” If I 
wrote, the paper witneſs'd the * 
order within me, whilſt words, no 
way pertinent to the n ſpoil. 2 
ed all my labour. ep tn 


Who © 


. 


Who would think it poſſible to 
bear the weight of ſuch uncommon 
aflition'; humane ſtrength indeed . 
muſt fail. A rope, or knife, had 
certainly finiſhed a life too'miſera- 
ble, had not all-knowing Provi- 
dence bound up my hands, by 
making the before - mentioned fear 
of death, the inſtrument of my 
preſervation; and for my conſola- 


tion, placed me under the care of 


one, who, having travelled thraugh 
the ſame dark wilderneſs, wasena- 
bled to encourage me to keep the 
road. Had he but treated me, as 
maſters too commonly do, ſervants 
unfit for ſervice, I muſt have broke 
the bands, and headlong tumbled _ 
on my own perdition ; but Provi- 
dence had prepared him, to uſe 
the mercy he had received; he 
ſaw, he heard, he pitied, and 
ſtrengthened me with his council. 

I was then but little ſenſible of 
the cordials adminiſtered to. me, 

the 


8 


| . 23 7 | 


_ whe reliſh was as, ſoon. loſt, as he 
ceaſed to ſpeax. n 


At night, when ene to . 
lodgings, like a perſon half dead 
with fear, I would ſtand up in the 
middle of my chamber, and ſay to 
myſelf, + My God what am I; 
where am I; what wil become of 
me; O bm! me from laying 
hands upon myſelf.” I would then 

it down and attempt to read in the 
bible, but in vain, twas like read- 
ing a language Lhad never learned, 
I beheld the words, but could find 
no ſenſe; I wept, I prayed, I read 
again; but ſtill in vain! Thus diſ- 
tracted, went to bed, where ſome- 


times a ſhort ſlumber would cauſe 


forgetſulneſs of my miſery; but 
how pointed was the dart at wak- 
ing again! ME | 
It was very . in this 
ſtrange viſitation, that though I ſuf- 
fered ſo much, yet I could not tell 
what to complain of; nay, I was 
not able to reflect on my own un- 
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happineſs for two minutes toge- 
ther, though 1 felt it plain enough 

always: If I thought to be able to 
ſay ſomething, twas either catch- 


ed away, before I could open my 


lips, or elſe ſo confuſedly expreſſ- 
ed, as not to be intelligible. 
Thus harraſed, and weary of my 
life, and yet afraid to die, I paſſ- 
ed ſome time, always ſeeking to 
be alone: for company was worſe 
to me than my own ſufferings. 


As at length, I became ſenfible of . 


ſome ſort of eaſement in ſolitude, 


all the moments I could rob from 
buſineſs were paſſed i in it; I would 
darken my room, exclude every 


gleam of light, and there fit for 


hours, morning. noon, and night. : 


This caſement by degrees, grew 
into a pleaſure, ſo great, that 


every thing muſt make way to re- 
turn to the enjoyment of it. It 


became as habitual to me as meals; 


I could with leſs une aſineſs refrain 


them, than the pleaſure of my 
peaceful 


1 enamoured 3 its. that 


' thought L,-could; abide there 2 
ever. The fear of death fled from 
me as nightly birds at the approach 
of day; 1 began even to be deſir- 
dus of it, impatient to enjoy what 
I here ſeemed to have a foretaſte 
ol. I could ſay with the Evangeliſt, 
. Lord, now letteſt thou thy ſer- 
vant depart i in peace, for my eyes 
- have ſeen thy ſalvation.“ The 
darkneſs that overſhadowed my 
mind began to retreat; the turbu- 
lent thoughts that hitherto had 
roved' without rule. or order, be- 
gan to be a little under command, 
and at length ſo ſubjekt, I could at 
pleaſure cauſe them totally to ab- 
| kent, that I could fit a whole hour 
void of any idea, refolved as it 
were, into a ſimple exiſtence only; 
but what the peace of ſuch a ſtate 
18, experience alone, can make you 
believe; no reaſon being capable, 
: my N is more Ukely to deny, 


5D than 


TIT 


ln able. to paint. this heavenly 
ſerenity ; My bodily diſorder in 
like manner mended daily, though' : 
long before with doctors to no pur-- 
poſe, for the right doctor was not 
yet found; I perceived myſelf in 
a better condition of mind than 1 


had ever known; it ſeemed to have 
a natural propenſity, to ſpeak and 


hear of God and good things; 1 
hungered after them, with a hunger 
as ſenſible to me, as the natural ap- 
petite ſharpened with faſting; when 
I met with any one that could talk 
to me of ſuch aan I felt ſuch 

a ſatisfaction as is uſual upon 
en e great thirkineſs, with 
ſome favourite liquor: Had ſuch 
an averſion to whatever appeared 
not good, that I would be ſorrow- 
ful for thoſe from whom it 'pro 
ceeded, and would often ſay to 
myſelf, if they knew but the evil 
conſequence, how would they 
'alſo fly and abhor it; the being 
ee . to jocoſeneſs, 
6 0 would 


"> 
* 27 7 


8 would bring me long repentance, 

though, perhaps but a lingle word 
or two had eſcaped me; fo ſtrong 
were my deſires not to offend, that 
I wiſhed to be able to preſerve a 
perpetual ſilence. If I went into 


company, I ſoon became ſenſible 
of an inward rebuke, and was not 


eaſy tall 1 found myſelf again wrapt 


in night, in my wonted ſanQuary, 
where like an offending child, I 
conſeſſed my fault, and implored 


ſtrength againſt future failures; and 
ſoon after found myſelf reinſtated in 
my former peace and ſerenity. All 
the uneaſineſs I now had, was the 
dread of loſing the defire of thus | 


paſſing all my time on earth ; a 


dread 1 afterwards. ſaw, was im- 


printed, to ſpur me on, to make 
me vigilant againſt the ſnares of the 
ſecret enemy, ever at work to al. 

lure us from our guard. 


Twas 1 in this ſtate of 3 3 


1-firſt became acquainted with that 
man of wonders, Jacob Behme, as 
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if it was neceſſary to the 15 8 


hending that bleſſed author, that 


the mind ſhould be thus purged 


and cleanſed. of its natural droſs 


and uncleanneſs, its powerscaſt in 


chains, whilſt the too free uſe of 
reaſon, in the beginning, like too 
ſtrong a light, but blinds the mind ; 


but having. long beheld in ſofter, 


milder light, reaſon. bean the - 


touchſtone and proof 2 
The way I met with! FERY inva- 


luable book, having ſomewhat. of 


oddnels in it, I cannot forbear taky - 


ing notice of. 


IJ uſed to Kei it among my e 


| Coyſgarne's books, (who is alſo not 
one of the leaſt of his admirers) EY 


and would often take it into my 
hand for its uncouthneſs, nor could 
think better of him, than that he 

was ſome great enthuſiaſt, willing 
to amuſe the world with the whim- 


fical confeits of * Wop ts 


brain, 


Under 


1 till one day, lead by, I'know 1 


not what chance, I again, without 


deſign, got it in my hand, and care- b 
leſsly turned from page to page, 


till 7 and pt oder a 1 
Hy thought felt” an uncommon ackie 


to read him; nay, 2 pleaſure, 
though as yet I E not 1 8288771 : 


4 Hoey one ſingle line. 


From this very moment, my 


ug to read his works encreaſ- 
ed daily; I was not at reſt, till I got 


my friend, to procure them for me 
in Low Dutch, for his Was a ſmall 0 


extract only in Engliſh.” 


Aſter I had run over his 8 five 
letters, I entered upon his Aurora, 
or Morning Light, as being but the 
dawning of the bright day of know- 


ledge that followed, and therefore 


the leaſt clear of all his writings, the 
eſt being indeed but an explica- 4 
tion, or rather an expatiating _— 


this brit, 
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 Tofatiable was my thirſt of. read- 5 1 
ing; day and night I Was e C 


it; was only happy when looking 


into that cabinet of wonders. In 


ſpite of all the obſcurity I met with, 
1 was helped onwards by a ſecret 
1mpulſe of gladneſs and joy, aſſured - 
that one day or other, the veil would 


be removed in ſuch a degree, as 
Providence ſaw proper; nor was 
the coldneſs of the ſeaſon able to 
chill my zeal, for twas now to- 
wards Chriſtmas ; ; nay, I can't ſay + 
the cold was troubleſome, even, 
though I ſat hours without a fire in 
the room, both late at night and 
early in the morning, before the 
houſe was ſtiring; which I am now 
no more able to do, although 1 - 
ſtill retain a pleaſure in reading 
him; but what I then experienced 
was greater than I can exprels. 1 85 
Should I ſay I never in my life eat 
or drank with the like ſatisfaction, 
doubtleſs you d ſcarce believe me, 
and yet it is but a very languid 
compariſon 


13 bY 25 
- compurton of what 1 really was 


0d was 1 now 10 0 cap 
tuvated with this enchanting book, 
that all other ſubjects were dif: - 
pleaſing to me; I diſpoſed of moſt ' 
all my other books, to be free. of. 
temptation, or danger of being de- 
coyed from the purſuit of my no- 
ble game, and thanks to God, my 
inclinations remain ſtill the ſame, 
ane hope a T oy: e never 
may Aer. THT 
I filfd up my little iy > again 
with the moſt celebratedauthors i in 
ſpiritual eee J could get he 
knowledge of, in either 7 85 | 
Dutch, High Dutch, French, 
Latin, and ſome very few in aw - 
liſh, whether becauſe they have ne- 
ver travelled ſo far abroad in that 
language, or that ſo few have been 
found in England, worthy of ſuch 
dee, a divine favour, 1 an 
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Ther as Joubtleſs you'll be. N . 
dus to know what advantage this 
author, 1 ſo highly extol, has af- 
ſorded me, I ſhall cloſe this hort 
Journal of my latter Year, with an. 
account of M. |... 


*Twas of him I leartt has 5 is 5 
be religious; that is, to live always ; 
in oppoſition to our own corrupt 
_ natures, as the only means r 
of fiting us for the e of 
eternal happineſs. 


The articles of the ds 
faith, that hitherto ſeemed. but the 
craft of prieſts, to enſure their do- 
minion over us, was ſeen no longer 
Ll in that miſtaken light; their reaſon- 
1 a ubleneſs, nay neceſſity appeared, 
1 and all the miſterious ne were 
laid wide open. 


The neceſſity of Bing up to the. 
rules of religion, he demonſtrates, 
by anatomizing the ſoul, ina manner 
inconteſtible,to-a mind unprejudic- 
ed, by the empty philoſophy -@b 
the preſent too wiſe world, which 
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can ate nothing but through the 
K 250 channel of ſenſe... | 


1 9 whence cad "Ex 7 oY 
ſoul derives its exiſtchce, purſues 
it from the point of its beginning 
to be, through all the intricate 
mazes of its properties in this 
tranſitory ſtate; to its eternal home, 
whether happy or miſerable.  _ 
Shews how it was an image of its 
Creator, how loſt that image, and 
became like the. beaſt of the field, 
cloathed with a corruptible body, 
ſubject unto death. # 
 Shewsthe greatdeſignsof the Crea- 
tor, by. that very means, to recover 
it to its primitive perfection, maT 
it at once a curſe and a bleſſing. 
Acurſe, in that from ſuch a pure 
_ angelic paradiſical nature, not ſub- 
ject to the elementary powers of 
heat, cold, &c. we are become 
ſuch loathſome ſtinking creatures, 
that require a conſtant care to 


keep tolerably clean, or how ſoon 


would ven generated inits own 
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| 1125 to return. 


the very means, whereby we Are 


irrecoverable depth of perdition 
as Lucifer; whoſe fall may ſerve 


him, to ſnatch the reins into our 
on hands, and tumble from the 
height of heaven, into the depth 
of hell; or to ſpeak more plain; 


ple, the nature of our own being 
and exiſtence; what happineſs tis 


*tis dependent upon its fountain 
Gods, and flows but where he di- 
refs; what miſery inevitable, upon 
breaking out from this dependen- 


e 


horrible corruption, devour us. And 


"| 


vet this filthy idol, is the perpetual 


object of our worſhip ; what pain, 
what time, what expence, is laviſh. 
ly beſtowed on this neſt ** worms! ! 


A bleſſing, in that hk they, is 


withheld from ſinking into the ſame 


fora p erpetual memento, both to 
men and angels, not raſhly - like 


to remember by his unhappy exam- 


capable of, whilſt like the ſtream, 


cy. 8 


E 


cy, to become our own guide and 


governor. . 


My author MED, to expound 5 
the myſtery of our redemption; 
why the Son of God, took human 


nature upon him; proves demon- 


ſtratively, the impoſſibility of our 
reſtoration, any other way; and 
from the condition of the ſoul 


under the fall, ſhews, that this re- 
ſtoration, by the death of Chriſt, 


18 only made poſſible, dat not in- 
fallible to any. es 


Not infallible, Peda in a 


caſe, we need not trouble our heads 


about living well Rot >. | 
Poſſible, becauſe till RY the 
door of falvation remained ſtrong- 
ly bolted, but opened afterwards, 
to as many as would- come unto 


the bleſſed mediator, by reſigning 
the will, and every thing that is 
poſſeſſed of ſelf, into the power of 


that moſt faithful guide; in which 
caſe only, he can be effectually a 


Saviour unto us, to make us par- 
2 | HON. 


* 
„ 


es © 
ticipate of the bleſſings or his ſuf- 


terings. 


My author, then een, up ach 8 
time, to explain the nature and 
power of the will; demonſtrates it 
to have been the cauſe of the fall 
from heaven and paradiſe; the 
ſtrong chain that witholds us from 
returning thither again; that the 

will, is not ſo much in our own 
power ſince the fall, as it may be 
thought to be: Recites the numer- 

ous cauſes, that hinder the mind 
from generating a laſting deſire of 
its own happineſs ; ſhews how it is 
aſſiſted and ſtrengthened, in its fee- 
ble eſſays, by the ever ſtretchedout 
arms of grace, which can as little 
forſake the ſoul, in its journey to 
perfection, as a mother her child, 
or the miſer his gold: But if we 
will not, he cannot; witneſs his 
complaint againſt the obſtinate Je- 
ruſalem; O Jeruſalem! O Jeruſa- 
lem! how oft would I have gather- 
WES Th 


A 37 * 
ed Fe little ones, &e. but thou 
would'ſt not. 


My author N EP" is no leſs 3 a 15 
philoſopher than a divine, whilſt 
he takes to pieces the nature of all 
created things, to prove how they 
ſubſiſt, how they received exiſtence, 
and why, at laſt, muſt be reſolved. 
again, into their original nothing- 

neſs: And that with ſuch authority 

of evidence, as if he had attend- 
cd the Creator, in the production 
of his wonderful works. 


Thus have Igiven you, a hort inven- 
tory, of the principal matters treat- 
ed of, in this extraordinary man's 
writings, which I heartily wiſh TI 
could ſend you herewith, in a lan- 
guage you underſtood. I make 
no queſtion, but twould become 
as much your favourite as tis mine; 
and perhaps incline you alſo, to 
regard him, as the ſpecial herald of 
heaven, ſent to proclaim to theſe 
dark ages of the world, the won- 
ders of heaven and earth, and the 


laſt 
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Taft RIM of grace, before the ap- 


pearance of the righteous Judge. 


The lives, of moſt of the now-a- 


days chriſtians, do but too clearly 
demonſtrate, the neceſſity of gk 


divine meſſenger ; amongſt whom, 
the hiſtory of their creation, fall, 


upon, as a fable, or as a thing 
that might have poſſibly been; 
whoſe hearts are become too hard 


for the ſoft workings of grace, and 
will not open to the maſter, that 
lands knocking all the day long. 


May we therefore, early hearken 
unto the voice of wiſdom, and with 
the prodigal ſon, wiſely return, 
whilſt the father will yet be ap- 
peaſed, before night overtakes us, 


when there is no more working, Ti 


nothing: but to receive the wages 


of our labour, at the approaching 


and redemption, ſeems looked 5 


W 


judgment, where all hearts muſt | 


lie open to the ſon of righteouſ- 


neſs, to be rewarded, according to 


the treaſures they are filled with 


' 


. 3s, 


[9] 


nere; let it be ours then, to heap 


up ſuch. ſort, as may deſerve the 
commendation of, Well done, 
thou good and faithful ſervant, en- 
ter thou into the 3 joy of thy Lord. * 


As IT have now finiſhed my pro- 


poſal, of giving you this ſhort ac- 


count of my life, paſſed in my ab- 


ſence from you, I will make halte 
to relieve both myſelf and you, 
who, perhaps, by this time, may 
repent the trouble, your own cu- 


rioſity has drawn you into. 


'T muſt, however, before 1 take ; 
off my pen, obſerve, that 1 am 
enough ſenſible of the difficulty 


every one muſt make of crediting 


that part of the relation, that re- 
gards my mind; 1 would not give 
a ſtraw to remove it; tis enough 


for me, that 1 know I have no 


where exceeded, though in many 
places been ſhort of the truth; 1 


only wiſh my future life, may an- 
{wer the deſigns of Providence 
over me; though 1 have enough 


3 
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laſt offers of grace, besen the ap- 
pearance of the righteous judge. 


The lives, of moſt of the now-a- 
if days chriſtians, do but too clearly | 
] demonſtrate, the neceſlity of this 


divine meſſenger ; amongſt whom, 
the hiſtory of their creation, fall, 


upon, as a fable, or as a thing 
that might have poſſibly been; 


whoſe hearts are become too hard 
for the ſoft workings of grace, and 
will not open to the maſter, that 58 


8. 


ſtands knocking all the day long. 


May we therefore, early hearken 
unto the voice of wiſdom, and with 


the prodigal ſon, wiſely return, 


whilſt the father wul yet be ap- 
peaſed, before night overtakes us, 


when there is no more working. 
nothing but to receive the wages 
of our labour, at the approaching 
judgment, where all hearts muſt 
lie open to the ſon of righteouſ- 
neſs, to be rewarded, according to 


the treaſures * are filled with 


and redemption, ſeems looked 5 


here; 25 
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how's let it be ours thaw, to. heap 
up ſuch ſort, as may deſerve the 
commendation of, Well done, 
thou good and faithful ſervant, en- 
ter thou into the joy of thy Lord.“ 


As 1 have now finiſhed my pro- 


polal, of giving you this ſhort ac- 


count of my life, paſſed in my ab- 


| ſence from you, I will be haſte 

to relieve both myſelf and vou, ; 

who, perhaps, by this time, may 
repent the trouble, your own cu- 


riolity has drawn you into. 


1 muſt, however, before 1 take Ne 
off my pen, obſerve, that 1 am 
enough ſenſible of the difficulty 
every one muſt make of crediting 
that part of the relation, that re- 
gards my mind ; 1 would not give 
a ſtraw to remove it; tis enough 
for me, that 1 know 1 have no 
where exceeded, though in many 


places been ſhort of the truth; I 
only wiſh my future life, may an- 
{wer the deſigns of Providence 
over me; though I have enough 


to 


. — 
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to fear, that this. 1 of a. vi- 
cious world, the corruption of my 
own nature, and the vigilance of 
the common enemy, may be too. - 
fatal interruptions, of that unreſerv- 
ed reſignation, that iFems to be 

required of mes: I 


The ſenſe of this 1 tis. | that | 
makes me very often, very ardent- 
ly wiſh, to pals the, remainder . of 
my days, in ſome place of retire- 
ment, where freed from the hin- 
drances of worldly cares, I might 
carry on the ſpiritual warfare, with. 
better ſuccels. 25 if 


I will, ee ice a. 
vour to be as ſatisfied with my pre- 
ſent ſtate as I can, encouraged with 
the belief, that Providence always 
ſees, and judges. the beſt for us; 
and that therefore, it may poſſibly 
be better to remain what I am, 
than to be what 1 wiſh. ; 


It can be then, that 'tis 1 for; 
me'thus to grow up amongſt thorns 
and briars, than in a garden 
amongſt flowers; ſince their points 
ob OL ” . oo 


T | 45 1 


a : may * often nn to novake 


en a ſenſe of my ſecret depraved 
diſpoſitians, that otherwiſe Wight 


be lulled yet faſter aſleep. 


In this light then, I behold the 


frequent. indiſpoſition of body I 


labour under; and am thereby 
prompted to bear with cheerful- 


neſs, a pain that ſeems to avoid the 
power of all human art. 

I cannot otherwiſe deſcribe this 
diſorder, than by telling you, tis 


as I conceive, a kind of ſtoppage 


in the melt and bowels, filled with 


a ſlimy matter, perhaps by the un- 


wholeſomneſs of this damper cli- 


mate, and too much ſitting, ge. 


- nerated. 


The intervals, in this a 


ariſing chiefly from the ſerenity of 


the weather, have their duration, 


almoſt wholly governed by it. 
Was it not for theſe intermiſſions, 
the violent pain in the head, and 


dulneſs of conception that accom- 


panies it, occaſioned by a quanti- 
ty 9 wind, ſhut up in the melt and 
F bowels, 
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pleaſant a life. 
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bins; joined with a long ſup- 
preion of nature, would go near 
to maxe me wiſh an end of fo un- 


Fr — 


Hence it is, chat 1 am often oblig- 
ed to bear both hunger and thirſt; 
and what is of yet greater advan- 


tage compelled to books and ſoli- 


tude, which I am enough aware, 
would ſoon ceaſe to be ſought after, 
in an 74 Jeter ſtate of health 

and eaſe! _ 


u, Ak affliction i is become a bel. . 


ſing, and the chain that holds me 


from breaking out of my pri- 


ſon of ſafety; that keeps me in 
remembrance of the mercy 1 have 
experienced, and ſecure from the 


danger of wilfully forfeiting it, 


It is no ſmall pleaſure to find our 
opinions and diſpoſitions agree ſo 
well. The books of Madam Guon. 

and Cambray, have been long my 


very intimate acquaintance, | 208: 


works of that very pious Lady, are 


_ comprehended in 38 oftavo vo- 
lumes 1 in French; al which I have, 
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F a watit but to know if you wage 
pfeſetved enough of that Ares 

to be able to read, and underſtand 
them, when I will fend you ſome 
of them, with ſome others, that 
may ſerve to help us forward, to a 
a vleſſed enjoyment of a future ſtate. 


I cannot learn out of your 1 
whom! I am obliged to, for the ex- 
tract of Madam Cuion's letter, be- 
cauſe you ſpeak af young and old 
Mr Coyſgarne, as dwelling toge- 
ther, and as I had never the plea- 
ſure of a perſonal acquaintance 
With the lady that ſubſcribes the 
letter D. Coyſgarne, I muſt. wait ſor 
a clearer idea in your next. _ 


"= cannot, however, well. avoid 
mentioning again, how. much I am 
| pleaſed with the kind preſent, be- 
cauſe it convinces me, not only of 
the goodneſs of my choice, t 
alſo, that ſhe found reſpect, where 
1 ſcarcely could i imagine ber name 
Was known. 

But if a deſective tranſlation of 
ip Ao * 


1 . if 44 ] 
1 b n even charm, how he. 
wn original "tranſport! Believe me, I, 
_ find a wide difference betwixt 'L 
9 them; none but a mind like hers. 
4 enlightened, is capable to make 
her ſpeak a foreign language with 
dodut injury. 1 would now have ſent 
you ſome of the original, had I 
been certain you underſtood her i in 
her own dreſs. I will not fail o | 
ſoon as you let me know. 15 


There are indeed, many good 
books in the world; but very few 
that are perfectly ſo, and the num - 
ber yet fewer of le who £nquirs 
for them. 1 | 

It requires experience to chuſe 
ſuch as are freeſt of error, ſuch as 
are far from enſlaving us with the 
chains of ſecteries, are beſt; tis 
otherwiſe, but running out of one 
old houſe into another; from one 
piper to another, that happens to 
tickle the ear ſomewhat more plea- 
ſantly. Believe not when they cry 
ice, here 1 is Chriſt, he 1 Is no where 

but 
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but wick us 


come 8 Fees” we 


' will bring you to him; they are 


but ſuch as long ago were prophe- 
| fied ſhould appear in theſe laſt 
days, in the name of Chriſt, whoſe 
falſe: labours will be recompenſed 
with, I know. vou not! Never 
think to find him without you» : 
has he not declared the kingdom of 
heaven is within us; what need then 


have we to hunt for him amongſt 


men, as blind as our ownſelves: 
wherever heaven is, there is avs | 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. 1 
As to Mr. Morgan, I can 9 7 
tell you, that he paſſed through 
tis city, in his way to Germany. 
His ſucceſſes there, the bearer 
Daniel Holdrict, will give you a 
better account of, than I can, I 
had deſigned to ſee him on his re- 
turn this way; but 1 boar he took 
the way of HamÞrTough, 
T am ſorry Mr. Tyley, did not let 
me know of his acquaintance with 
you, before the moment he took. 
1 leave; otherwiſe I might have 
enjoyed 


* 


, enjoy ke grow, 27 N yoo ane, 
you: I much like him, he ſeems! 


| W 255 os compoſed” mee, + 
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| 15 pany diltthenſode > to- all dur their 


own fraternity. Fatt 01 ene 
I have now nothing 0 244 far⸗ IJ 
ther, but to be kindly remembered; 
to all friends, particularly to the 
lady our bene factreſs, and Mrs. 
h, if with you ſtill; and when 


you write to Yeovil or Milton, dos 


the ſame; Tell couſin Sundys,: the | 
ſhare I bear in their affliftionsz Þ 


but he is enough ſenſible; I am naza 
more able to do what both the 
nearneſs of kin, and my natural 


compaſſion yould require: of oy ; 

in a ſtate of ability. Fn 
I remain with the fi ncereſt aft, 3 
1 h iter, * N brother, | 
8. PENN: v. = 


Rotterdam, 4 

P. S. Since 5 
T. S. a line or two; when you. : 
have. read it, if 
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bove, * have wrote e 


deliver it. . : a 


